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aya HE notion of bate, as it is coin 


agi monly called and ‘eftablithed by 
‘Saag cultom, i is alfo the “manifeft refult 
> ¥0 of the prejudices of the many, ¢ “and of 
) 4 ) the defigns of afew. Iti is the child 


> that Ladialtclods pander, Self- Hae Ti is ' farely the 
ftrongeft inftance, and the weakelt prop of ‘huinian’ va- 
nity, If it means any thing, it means a Tong’ lineal ‘dé- 
feent from a founder, whofe induftty or good” fortune, 
“whofe.merit, or perhaps whofe’ guilt, has enabled his 
pofterity t ta live ufelefs to fociety, and to trahfimit to 
theirs their pride « and their patrimony. Howevet.” this 
“extravagant notion, ‘this chimerical advantage, the effeet 
of blind chance, Wig 3 _pradence ys Spten 4 cannot 


ly. a kind of. Sask fuperftition, — ‘ Gufiom ail over Bie 
Tope has deified, and at whdfe tawdry fhrine good fenfe, 
‘good manners and good nature are daily facrificed. 
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THe vulgat diftin€tion between people of BIRTH and 
people of No grata will probably puzzle the critics 
and antiquarians of the thirtieth er-fortieth centuries, 
when in their judicious ‘and laborious refearches into 
the caftoms and manners.of thefe prefent times, they 
{hall have reafon to fuppofe that in the fixteenth, feven- 
_teenth and eighteenth centuries, the ifland of Great 
Britain was inhabited by two forts of people, fome BorN, 
- but the much greater number unBorN. The fa& will 
appear fo incredible, that it will certainly be delieved ; 
the only difficulty will be how to account for it ; and 
that, as it commonly. does, will engrofs the attention 
of the fearned. “The cafe of Cadmus’s men will. doubt- 
lefs be urged as acafe in point to, prove the poffibility 
of the thing ; and the truth of it will be confirmed by 
the records of the univerfity of Oxford, where it will 
appear that an, unborn perfon, called for that. reafon 


_Yerre Filius, annually entertained that ane with 
an oration in the theatre. 


_ I THererore take with pleafure this opportunity of 
explaining and clearing up this difficulty to my remoteft 
fucceffors i in. the republic of letters, by giving them the 
_true meaning of the feveral expreflions of GREAT BIRTH, 
NOBLE BIRTH, BIRTH, and NO BIRTH AT ALL. 
Great and illuftrious B1xTH is afcertained and au- 
‘thenticated by a pedigree carefully preferved in the family, 
cwhich takes at Jeaft an hour’s time to unroll, and when 
unrolled, difclofes twenty inter-marriages of valliant and 
puiffant Geoffreys and Hildebrands, with as many chafte 
_and pious Blaunches and Maads, before the conquetft, not 
“without here and there a dafh of the Plantagenets. But 
‘if unfortunately the infolent worms fhould have devoured 
she patigre as well as the perfons of the: illuftrious fa- 


. mily, 
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imily, that defect may be fupplied by the authentic re- 
cords of the herald’s office, that ineftimable repofitory 
of good fenfe and ufefal knowledge, If this creat 
BIRTH is graced with 4 peerage, fo much the better; 
but if not, it is no great matter; for being fo folid a 
good in itfelf, it wants no borrowed advantages,. and is 
unqueftionably the moft pleafing fentiment that a truly 
generous mind is capable of feeling. 

NosLeE BIRTH implies only a peerage in. the family. 

Anceftors are by no means neceflary for this kind of 
birth; the patent is the’ midwife of it, and the very 
‘firft defcent is noble. The family arms, however mo- 
dern, are dignified by the coronet and mantle; But the 
family livery is fometimes, for very good reafons, laid 
afide. ! 
' Brrtu, fingly, and without an epithet, extends, I 
cannot pofitively fay how far, but negatively, it. ftops 
where ufeful arts and induftry begin. Merchants, tradefe 
men, yeomen, farmers and ploughmen, are not BoRN, 
or at leaft, in fo mean a way, as not to deferve that 
name; and it is perhaps for that reafon that their mo- 
thers are faid to be delivered, rather than brought to bed 
of them. But baronets, knights and efquires have the 
honour of being BoRN. 

I must confefs that before I got the key to this fa- 
fhionable language, I was a good deal puzzled myfelf 
with the diftinction’between BIRTH and No BIRTH; and 
having no other guide but my own weak reafon, I mif- 
took the matter moft grofly. I foolithly imagined thae 
well-bern, meant born with a found mind im a found 
body; a healthy, ftrong conftitution, joined to @ good 
heart and a good underftanding. But I never fuf- 
pected that it could poffibly mean the fhrivelled, taftelefs 
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fruit of an old genealogical tree,, I commithicated my 
doubts, and applied for information to my . late worthy 
and.curious friend, the celebrated. Mrs. Kennon, whofe 
valuable. collection of foffiles and minerals, lately fold, 
fafficiently proves her fkill and refearches i in the moft re- 
condite parts of nature. She, with that franknefs and 
humanity which were natural to her, affured me that it 
was all a vulgar error, in which however the nobili y 
and gentry prided themfelves : but that in truth fhe had 
- never obferved the children of the quality to be whole- 
fomer or ftronger than others, but rather the contrary ; 
which difference fhe imputed to certain caufes, which I 


fhall not here fpecify. This natural (and, I dare fay, to 


ithe beft of her obfervation, true) account confirmed me 


in my former philofophical error. But ftill not thorough~ 
ly fatisfied with it, and thinking that there muft_be fome- 


thing more in what was {0 univerfally valued, I determi- 


ned to get fome farther information by addrefling myfelf 
toa perfon of .vaft, immenfe, prodigious BIRTH, and 


defcended atauis regibus, with whom I have the honour ' 


of being. acquainted. As he expatiates. willingly upon 


‘that fubjedt, it was very eafy for me to fet hima going 


upon it; infomuch that upon fome few. doubts which I 


humbly fuggefted to him, he fpoke to me in the fol- 


-lowing manner. 


“ | petieve, Mr. Fitz-Adam, You are not (for no 
‘« body is) ignorant of the antiquity of my family, which 
“« by authentic records I can trace up to king Alfred, 


© fome of whofe blood runs at this moment in my veins ; 


‘ and.I will not, conceal from you that I find infinite 
<* inwara comfort and fatisfaction in that refleGtion. Let 
<< people.of No BIRTH laugh as much as they pleafe at 
“ thefe notions ; they are not imaginary ; they are real ; 
! | “* they 
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“* they are folid; and whoever is WELL BoRN, is glad 
«that he is fo. A merchant, a tradefinan, 4 yeoman, 
“a farmer and’fuch fort of people, may perhaps have 
« common honefty and vulgar virtues,; but take my 
“< word for it, the more refined and generous fentiments ° 
“ of honour, courage and magnanimity can only flow 
‘in ancient and noble blood. What thall animate a 
“ tradefman or mean-born man to any great and heroic’ 
* virtues? Si-all it be the examples of his anceftors? 
‘© He has none. “Or fhall it be that impure blood that 
“ rather ftagnates than circulates in his veins? No; An-" 
“ CIENT BIRTH and NOBLE BLoop are the only true 
“ fources of great virtues. This truth appears even among 
“ brutes, who we may obferve never degenerate, except 
“ in cafes of mif-alliances with theirinferiors. Are not 
“‘ the pedigrees of horfes, cocks, dogs, &c. carefully 
« preferved, as the never failing proofs of their {wift- 


«“ nefs and courage? I repeat it again, BIRTH is an in- 


“* eftimable advantage, not to be adequately underftood 
‘ but by thofe who have it.” 

My friend was going on, and to fay the truth, grow- 
ing dull, when I took the liberty of interrupting him, by 
acknowledging that the cogency of his arguments, and 
the felf-evidence of his facts, had intirely removed all 
my doubts, and convinced me of the un{peakable advanta- 
ges of ILLUSTRIOUS BIRTH ; and unfortunately I added, 
that my own vanity was greatly flattered by it, in con- 
fequence of my being lineally defcended from the firft 
man. Upon this my friend looked grave, and feemed 
rather difpleafed ; whether from a fufpicion that I was 
jefting, or upon an apprehenfion that 1 meant to out-de- 
jfcend him, I cannot determine ; for he contented him- 
felf with faying, “ That is nota neceflary confequence 


neither, 
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«* neither, Mr. Fitz-Adam, fince I have read fomewhere 
** or other of pre-adamites, which opinion did not feem 
*¢ to me an abfurd one.” 

Here I took my leave of him, and went home full 
of reflections upon the aftonifhing powers of {elf-love, 
that can extract comfort and pleafure from fuch ground- 
lefs, abfurd and extravagant prejudices. In all other 
refpects my friend is neither a fool nora madman, and 
can talk very rationally upon any rational fubje@. But 
fuch is the inconfiftency both of the human mind and 
the human heart, that one muft not form a general 
judgment of either, from one glaring error, or one . 
fhining excellence, 


** A fecond letter diretted to A. B. is left at Mr. 
DopDsLEY’s, 
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